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Vocabulary reference
Best Shots AHS. Student’s book 8
adj = adjective | adv = adverb | conj = conjunction | n = noun | num = numeral | prep = preposition | v = verb

Unit 1 • Of greens, grass and growing | Topic-related vocabulary

allotment (n) əˈlɒtmənt A study has shown that people owning an 
allotment are usually happier.

Schrebergarten

anxiety (n) æŋˈzaɪəti I’m glad to see that being outdoors more often 
has helped him overcome his anxiety.

Angstzustände, 
Besorgnis

to beat around the 
bush (v)

bi:t əˈraʊnd ðə 
bʊʃ

Stop beating around the bush and say what 
you want.

um den heißen Brei 
herumreden

to bond with (v) bɒnd wið The school trip to the botanical garden gave 
us the opportunity to bond with our new 
classmates.

eine Verbindung mit 
jemanden aufbauen

calamitous (adj) kəˈlæmɪtəs The droughts have left the fields in a 
calamitous state.

katastrophal, 
verheerend

to cherry-pick (v) ˈtʃeripɪk You can’t just cherry-pick the parts of 
gardening you like and refuse to do the hard 
work.

sich die Rosinen aus 
etwas herauspicken, sich 
das Beste aussuchen

to congregate (v) ˈkɒŋgrɪgeɪt The whole town congregated in the park for 
the opening of the community garden.

sich versammeln

conspicuously (adv) kənˈspɪkju:əsli The sunflowers were planted conspicuously 
close to the stone wall.

auffallend

to crank up (v) kræŋk ʌp When the temperature drops at night, we 
crank up the heat in the greenhouse so that 
nothing freezes.

ankurbeln, aufdrehen

crop (n) krɒp Most of the tomato crop was destroyed by the 
rainfall.

Ernte

dependency (n) dɪˈpendən(t)si Some feel that the dependency on grocery 
stores is stressful.

Abhängigkeit

to forage (v) ˈfɒrɪʤ I wouldn’t suggest foraging for mushrooms 
without an experienced companion.

in der Natur nach 
Lebensmittel suchen

forthwith (adj) ˌfɔ:θˈwɪθ This problem will be dealt with forthwith. unverzüglich, sofort

GP surgery (n) ge: pe: ˈsɜ:ʤəri Unless there is an emergency, first visit your 
GP surgery.

Praxis einer Allgemein-
medizinerin/eines 
Allgemeinmediziners

the grass is always 
greener on the other 
side 

ðə grɑ:s ɪz 
ɔ:lweɪz gri:nə ɒn 
ðə ˈʌðə saɪd

The biggest problem is that people always 
think the grass is greener on the other side.

die Kirschen aus 
Nachbars Garten 
schmecken immer ein 
bisschen süßer

to hit the hay (v) hɪt ðə heɪ Ajdin is already asleep; he hit the hay an hour 
ago.

sich (zum Schlafen) 
hinlegen; sich aufs Ohr 
hauen

home remedies (n) həʊm ˈremədɪz Knowing when home remedies can no longer 
be helpful in a medical situation is crucial.

Hausmittel
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inexplicably (adv) ˌɪnɪkˈsplɪkəbli My father inexplicably started mowing my 
lawn one day.

unerklärlicherweise

to mandate (v) ˈmændeɪt The law mandates land owners to determine 
adequate water quality before digging a well.

etwas verlangen, 
etwas anordnen

to mend fences (v) mend fensəz Following years of fighting, the neighbours 
managed to mend fences after a long talk in 
the garden one day.

eine Beziehung wieder 
in Ordnung bringen, 
einen Streit beilegen

to nip sth in the bud 
(v)

nɪp ɪn ðə bʌd Stace came up with an innovative idea, but 
the HOA nipped it in the bud before it could be 
realised.

etwas im Keim 
ersticken

to not see the wood 
for the trees (v)

nɒt si: ðə wʊd fə 
ðə tri:z

Most people can’t see the wood for the trees 
and refuse to acknowledge what is actually 
going on.

den Wald vor lauter 
Bäumen nicht sehen

public domain (n) ˈpʌblɪk  
də(ʊ)ˈmeɪn

This picture of the flowers in Yosemite 
National Park is in the public domain, right?

Gemeingut, der All
gemeinheit gehörend

to pull up your big 
kid pants (v)

pʊl ʌp jɔ: bɪg kɪd 
pænts

Well, I guess it’s time to pull up your big kid 
pants and catch up on your work.

sich verantwortungs-
voll verhalten

to raise (v) reɪz It’s important for gardeners to try to raise the 
quality of their soil so that their crops can 
grow faster.

etwas steigern, 
erhöhen

renewable (adj) rɪˈnju:əbl ̩ Using renewable sources of energy for 
greenhouses is encouraged by the state.

erneuerbar

to replicate (v) ˈreplɪkeɪt The community wanted to plant a garden 
that replicated an old version of the cottage 
grounds.

reproduzieren, nach
ahmen, wiederholen

rigid requirement (n) ˈrɪʤɪd 
rɪˈkwaɪəmənt

There are few rigid requirements to this 
lifestyle, but most can be easily adapted.

strenge Auflage/ 
Bedingung

rising demands (n) ˈraɪzɪŋ dɪˈmɑ:ndz Food banks can hardly keep up with the rising 
demands of hungry families.

steigende Nachfrage/
Anforderungen

the root of sth (n) ðə ru:t ɒv Self-doubt is the root of most failures. die Wurzel von etwas

self-sufficiency (n) selfsəˈfɪʃən(t)si Self-sufficiency is the goal for the typical 
homesteader.

Selbstversorgung, 
Unabhängigkeit von 
der Hilfe anderer

shady (adj) ˈʃeɪdi Any summer day is well spent under a shady 
tree.

schattig

spacious (adj) ˈspeɪʃəs Spacious is not a word I would use to describe 
this greenhouse.

weitläufig

spoilage (n) ˈspɔɪlɪʤ Avoid spoilage by storing food in the fridge. Verderben

sth doesn’t grow on 
trees (v)

dʌzənt grəʊ ɒn 
tri:z

Unfortunately, sweets don’t grow on trees. etwas wächst nicht  
auf Bäumen

storage (n) ˈstɔ:rɪʤ Storage is an issue for most people living in 
flats, but generally not for those living in rural 
areas.

Lagerung

to sow the / a seed 
of (v)

səʊ ðə / ə si:d ɒv Remarks like these sow a seed of doubt among 
the citizens about the town’s ability to make 
the project happen.

die Saat von etwas 
streuen

subsequent (adj) ˈsʌbsɪkwənt To subsequent owners, the most important 
part was ensuring the trees were well taken 
care of.

folgende
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suburb (n), suburban 
(adj)

ˈsʌbɜ:b / 
səˈbɜ:bən

Growing up in a suburban area, I rarely saw 
wild animals.

Vorort; kleinstädtisch

thriving (adj) ˈθraɪvɪŋ Dean and Tris turned the old store into a 
thriving floral shop.

blühend, erfolgreich, 
florierend

to touch wood (v) BE tʌtʃ wʊd Touch wood, we haven’t had any major dry 
spells this season. 

auf Holz klopfen, zum 
Glück

to turn over a new 
leaf (v)

tɜ:n ˈəʊvə ə nju: 
li:f

Things have been going pretty well since Alma 
und Cheryl turned over a new leaf and started 
communicating better.

ein neues Kapitel 
aufschlagen

to tweak (v) twi:k This appears to be a sound plan, but I reckon 
we’ll tweak it a little bit as circumstances 
change.

optimieren, etwas 
verändern

violation notice (n) ˌvaɪəˈleɪʃən ˈnəʊtɪs Many urban gardeners received violation 
notices when they plant on rooftops without 
the proper permits.

Anzeige wegen eines 
Verstoßes 

virtually (adv) ˈvɜ:tʃuəli Virtually everyone I know enjoys home-grown 
food.

quasi, nahezu

Unit 1 • Of greens, grass and growing | Functions

Can’t wait to … kɑ:nt weɪt tə I can’t wait to sit on that new bench that 
overlooks the park with you.

Ich kann es nicht 
erwarten …

I admire your ability 
to …

aɪ ədˈmaɪə jɔ:ʳ 
əˈbɪləti tə

I admire your ability to turn a simple thing into 
something so beautiful.

Ich bewundere deine 
Fähigkeit …

I can’t believe that 
is …

aɪ kɑ:nt bɪˈli:v 
ðæt ɪz

I can’t believe that is the same garden! Ich kann nicht glauben, 
dass dies …

I have to admit … aɪ həv tu ədˈmɪt I have to admit, I didn’t think you’d be able to 
pull this off.

Ich muss zugeben …

I just love what you 
have done to …

aɪ ʤʌst lʌv wɒt 
ju: həv dʌn tə

I just love what you have done to this old stone 
wall – the vines you planted look amazing!

Ich liebe einfach, was 
du mit … getan/ 
aus … gemacht hast

I must say … aɪ mʌst seɪ I must say, the apples on your tree look 
delicious!

Ich muss sagen …

Such … sʌtʃ Such an incredible choice of flowers! Solch ein ...

This is such a / an … ðɪs ɪz sʌtʃ ə / ən This is such a good idea! Das ist solch ein …

What a / an … wɒt ə / ən What a brilliant transformation! Was für ein ...

You can be proud 
of …

ju: kən bi praʊd 
ɒv

You can be proud of what you have achieved! Du kannst stolz auf … 
sein

Neighbourhood or local area

positive: quiet • respectable •  traffic-free • affluent • peaceful • refined • wealthy • rich • secluded • residential • 
fashionable • pleasant • exclusive • safe • clean • family-friendly • welcoming
negative: shabby • unsafe • poor • run-down • dangerous • rough • dirty • polluted • noisy • hectic • chaotic • 
crowded • packed • deserted  
neutral: rural • urban • historic • cosmopolitan • lively • multicultural (with a diverse population)
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Unit 2 • Advertising – reaching the masses | Topic-related vocabulary

advertisement / 
advert / ad (n)

ədˈvɜːtɪsmənt BE
ˌæd.vɚˈtaɪz.mənt 
AE

The advertisement used vivid colours and 
humorous elements. 

Werbung, Anzeige

advertising agency 
(n)

ˈædvətaɪzɪŋ 
ˈeɪdʒənsi

Many companies hire advertising agencies to 
create campaigns for their products. 

Werbeagentur

alluring (adj) əˈlʊərɪŋ The media coverage of environmental stories 
made the adoption of green policies an 
alluring prospect. 

verführerisch, attraktiv

anecdote (n) ˈænɪkdəʊt Our teacher told us an amusing anecdote 
about his first trip to the US.

Anekdote, kurze 
Geschichte

to announce sth (v) əˈnaʊns It was announced that the company would 
switch to sustainable packaging. 

etwas (öffentlich) 
ankündigen

appliance (n) əˈplaɪəns Big supermarkets offer good deals on small 
appliances such as blenders and toaster ovens. 

Haushaltsgerät

approach (n) əˈprəʊtʃ Liquid Death is taking a funny and playful 
approach towards marketing the brand.

Ansatz, Zugang

attitude towards 
sth (v)

ˈætɪtjuːd təˈwɔːdz The campaign tried to change people’s 
attitude towards global warming. 

Haltung/Einstellung 
gegenüber etwas 

billboard (n) ˈbɪlbɔːd I didn’t like the new billboard they put up next 
to our school.

Werbetafel, Reklame-
fläche

biodegradable (adj) ˌbaɪəʊdɪˈɡreɪdəbl This company uses biodegradable packaging 
for their organic products. 

biologisch abbaubar

brand (n) brænd When we design a campaign, we look for 
creators who might use the brand we are 
working with in real life. 

Marke

call to action (n) kɔːl tə ˈækʃn In your ad you want to make sure that you 
include an enticing call to action, such as 
“shop now”.

Aufruf zum Handeln

caption (n) ˈkæpʃn Make sure that the visuals are not obstructed 
by the captions. 

Bildunterschrift, 
Bildlegende

checkout (n) ˈtʃekaʊt Small items are displayed at the checkout to 
entice customers to buy them. 

(Supermarkt-)Kasse

commercial (n) kəˈmɜːʃl The commercial featured a testimonial of a 
superstar.

Fernsehwerbung

compelling (adj) kəmˈpelɪŋ They put forward several compelling 
arguments in their discussion.

überzeugend, triftig, 
fesselnd

controversial (adj) ˌkɒntrəˈvɜːʃl This is a highly controversial matter and needs 
to be handled with caution.

umstritten, 
kontroversiell

corporation (n) ˌkɔːpəˈreɪʃn McDonald’s is a multinational corporation that 
operates in over 100 countries. 

Konzern, Unternehmen

to cover a story ˈkʌvər ə ˈstɔː.ri All the major newspapers covered Jessica’s 
story. 

über eine Geschichte 
berichten

to create buzz kriˈeɪt bʌz A good marketing campaign will appeal to the 
target audience and create buzz. 

Interesse wecken, 
Begeisterung erzeugen

cruelty-free (adj) ˌkruːəltiˈfriː This make-up is cruelty-free. tierversuchsfrei

demographic data 
(n)

ˌdeməˈɡræfɪk 
ˈdeɪtə

Marketers use demographic data to segment 
the market.

demografische (be-
völkerungsstatistische) 
Daten
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detergent (n) dɪˈtɜːdʒənt I use vinegar and dish soap instead of 
commercial detergents to clean the bathroom 
in my flat. 

Putzmittel

disingenuous (adj) ˌdɪsɪnˈdʒenjuəs Their answers felt disingenuous, which made 
me suspicious.

unaufrichtig, hinter-
listig

display ad (n) dɪˈspleɪ æd Display ads can be delivered on different 
devices such as mobile phones or computers.

Onlinewerbung (z. B. 
Bilder, Videos, etc.)

durable (adj) ˈdjʊərəbl This is one of our most durable phone cases 
made of TPU.

langlebig, strapazier-
fähig

to encourage 
engagement

ɪnˈkʌrɪdʒ 
ɪnˈɡeɪdʒmənt

The more you encourage engagement, the 
more a video gets served to other accounts on 
their For-You-page.

die Teilnahme (an 
etwas) fördern

ergonomic (adj) ˌɜːɡəˈnɒmɪk Our ergonomic swivel chairs help you to keep 
your back straight. 

ergonomisch, 
optimiert für die Arbeit

exhibition (n) ˌeksɪˈbɪʃn We set up our booth at the exhibition and 
showed our products to everybody who was 
interested. 

Ausstellung

flattered (adj) ˈflætəd I was flattered by all the nice remarks about 
my suit. 

geschmeichelt

to generate 
emotions

ˈdʒenəreɪt ɪˈməʊʃn One way to generate emotions with an ad is to 
include humour.

Emotionen hervor-
rufen

GMO-free (adj) ʤiː ɛm əʊ friː All our food items are GMO-free and organic. gentechnikfrei

to go over well ɡəʊ ˈəʊvə wɛl That comment didn’t go over well. gut ankommen

to go viral ɡəʊ ˈvaɪrəl Their post went viral within a few days. viral werden, spontan 
sehr populär werden

to grab sb’s 
attention

ɡræb əˈtɛnʃᵊn At the beginning of a presentation, you need 
to grab the audience’s attention.

jemandes Aufmerk-
samkeit gewinnen

inappropriate (adj) ˌɪnəˈprəʊpriət Many viewers found that particular 
commercial inappropriate.

unpassend, unange-
messen

as intended əz ɪnˈtendɪd The advertising campaign appealed to the 
target audience exactly as intended.

wie geplant, wie 
vorgesehen

intended audience ɪnˈtendɪd ˈɔːdiəns The intended audience of the product are 
middle-aged men earning an average salary.

angestrebte Zielgruppe

to jump on the 
bandwagon 

ʤʌmp ɒn ðə 
ˈbændˌwæɡən

Politicians quickly jumped on the bandwagon 
and drafted a policy to tackle the matter.

auf den fahrenden 
Zug aufspringen, eine 
bereits erfolgreiche 
Sache nachahmen

to launch a 
campaign

lɔːnʧ ə kæmˈpeɪn They launched an advertising campaign to 
increase the popularity of the product.

eine Kampagne starten

legislation (n) ˌledʒɪsˈleɪʃn The government approved legislation that 
made the sale of drugs illegal.

Gesetze, Gesetzgebung

made-to-measure 
(adj)

ˌmeɪd tə ˈmeʒə(r) The suit I’m wearing was made-to-measure. maßgefertigt

manufacturer (n) ˌmænjuˈfæk-
tʃərə(r)

The manufacturer of the product is located in 
China.

Hersteller

marketer (n) ˈmɑːkɪtə(r) Today’s marketers count on social media and 
modern technology to sell products.

Werbekampagnen
gestalter/in

outdoor advertising 
(n)

ˈaʊtdɔːr 
ædvətaɪzɪŋ

If you want to sell to local customers, you 
should definitely consider outdoor advertising.

Außenwerbung, 
Werbung im Freien
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over and over again ˈəʊvər ən ˈəʊvər 
əˈɡen

They discussed the matter over and over again 
and didn’t reach a consensus.

immer wieder, 
mehrmals

pattern (n) ˈpætn Brands encourage people to show off a 
product through visible logos and explicit 
patterns.

Muster

poignant (adj) ˈpɔɪnjənt The advertisement tells a poignant story 
about a man who struggles to find true love.

bewegend, ergreifend

potential customer 
(n)

pəˈtenʃl 
ˈkʌstəmə(r)

Advertising agencies use a variety of 
techniques to make potential customers buy 
products.

potenzielle Kundin/ 
potenzieller Kunde

product placement 
(n)

ˈprɒdʌkt 
ˈpleɪsmənt

If you pay attention, you can easily spot the 
product placement in the first scene.

Produktplatzierung 
(z. B. in einem Film)

specs (n) speks Most people don’t care about specs of a 
product, but they share good stories.

(technische) 
Spezifikationen, Daten 
eines Produktes

prominent (adj) ˈprɒmɪnənt Viewers tend to lose interest quickly if the 
product placement is too prominent.

auffällig, prominent 

promotion (n) prəˈməʊʃn Make sure to give customers a special 
promotion to entice them to purchase straight 
away.

Verkaufsaktion, 
Werbekampagne

recognisable (adj) ˌrekəɡˈnaɪzəbl Once the laptop was opened, the logo was 
upside down and less recognisable to everyone 
else.

erkennbar

to retain customer 
loyalty

rɪˈteɪn ˈkʌstəmə 
ˈlɔɪəlti

Brands are tools which companies use to 
retain customer loyalty.

Kundenloyalität 
aufrechterhalten

sales (n) seɪls After the campaign, Kit Kat’s sales were up by 
a third.

Umsatz, Verkäufe

scent (n) sent The scent of the perfume was fresh and 
reminded Rosie of being in the woods during 
spring.

Duft, Parfum

to sniff out sth snɪf aʊt If consumers sniff out that a video is actually 
an ad, they’re going to quickly swipe away.

etwas aufspüren, 
etwas entdecken

spokesman / spokes-
woman / spokes
person (n)

ˈspəʊksmən / 
ˈspəʊkswʊmən / 
ˈspəʊkspɜːsn

A spokesman for Coles said the research put 
into products is directly responsible for the top 
awards received.

Sprecher/in, Presse-
sprecher/in

sponsorship (n) ˈspɒnsəʃɪp The band had to show the energy drink can on 
stage due to sponsorship requirements.

Sponsoring, finanzielle 
Förderung

state-of-the-art (adj) steɪt əv ði ˈɑːt Customers liked the washing machine 
because of the state-of-the-art technology and 
low cost.

auf dem neuesten 
Stand (der Technik)

swatch (n) swɒtʃ Beauty YouTubers often show swatches of the 
products they review.

Muster, Probe

target group (n) ˈtɑːɡɪt ɡruːp The target group of the magazine are 
teenagers that still go to school.

Zielgruppe

testimonial (n) ˌtestɪˈməʊniəl Some commercials use testimonials of 
satisfied customers.

Erfahrungsbericht, 
Referenz

thumbnail (n) ˈθʌmneɪl Many content creators find it extremely 
difficult to create a catchy thumbnail for their 
videos.

Vorschaubild, 
Daumennagel
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to trigger sth (v) ˈtrɪɡə(r) Often, people aren’t aware of what triggers 
their emotions.

etwas auslösen

to unclog pores ˌʌnˈklɒɡ pɔːz Calendula flower extract gently exfoliates to 
unclog pores.

verstopfte Poren 
freimachen

unethical (adj) ʌnˈeθɪkl It is unethical for influencers to recommend 
products they have never used just for the 
money involved.

unmoralisch

unsettling (adj) ʌnˈsetlɪŋ The latest ad released by a candy company 
included a crazy-looking chocolate bunny and 
was rather unsettling.

beunruhigend, 
verunsichernd

velvety (adj) ˈvelvəti This hot chocolate mix creates a drink with a 
rich, velvety texture.

samtig

word-of-mouth (n) wɜːdəvmaʊθ We found the last tenants for our flat by word-
of-mouth.

Mundpropaganda

Unit 2 • Advertising – reaching the masses | Functions

…-based beɪst Xtra is a Toronto-based LGBTQIA+ magazine. in … ansässig, aus …

to be a direct result 
of sth

ə daɪˈrɛkt rɪˈzʌlt 
ɒv

Advertising began during the 17th century and 
was a direct result of the printing press.

eine direkte Folge von 
etwas sein

to be aged between 
… and …

eɪʤd bɪˈtwiːn Our target group is between the ages of 18 
and 35.

zwischen … und … alt 
sein

to be an integral part 
of sth 

ən ˈɪntɪɡrəl pɑːt In good advertisements, the product is an 
integral part of the story. 

ein integraler Bestand-
teil von etwas sein

to be applicable to 
sth (v)

biː ˈæplɪkəbᵊl This law is only applicable to companies 
employing more than ten people.

auf etwas anwendbar 
sein, zutreffen

to be clearly 
distinguishable  
from sth

ˈklɪəli 
dɪsˈtɪŋɡwɪʃəbᵊl 
frɒm

The upside-down logo made Apple laptops 
clearly distinguishable from other portable 
computers.

von etwas klar unter-
scheidbar sein

to look native to sth lʊk ˈneɪtɪv It’s really important to make the thumbnail 
look as native to the TikTok ad platform as 
possible.

nativ aussehen (tech.), 
echt aussehen

to be obstructed by 
sth

əbˈstrʌktɪd baɪ Keep important visuals in the middle of the 
screen so that they’re not obstructed by any 
overlays.

von etwas blockiert 
sein, von etwas 
behindert werden

to be reflective of sth rɪˈflɛktɪv ɒv Nowadays, more and more brands have a 
purpose that is reflective of LGBTQIA+ values.

etwas widerspiegeln, 
etwas reflektieren

to circumvent sth (v) ˌsɜːkəmˈvɛnt Until the 1980s, environmental issues were 
mostly treated as potential obstacles to be 
circumvented.

etwas umgehen

to convey sth (v) kənˈveɪ There is an anecdote that conveys how eerily 
accurate the supermarket’s targeting is.

etwas vermitteln

to curb sth (v) kɜːb Several companies have partnered with NPOs 
to further their efforts to curb climate change.

etwas aufhalten, 
etwas einschränken

to facilitate sth (v) fəˈsɪlɪteɪt Printing logos or explicit patterns on clothes 
facilitates brand identification.

etwas erleichtern

to figure sth out (v) ˈfɪɡər aʊt Skilled marketers must figure out how a 
product or idea can be a relevant part of a cool 
story.

etwas herausfinden, 
ein Problem lösen
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to get a message 
across

get eɪ ˈmesɪdʒ 
əˈkrɒs

Many advertisers use slogans or funny songs 
to get their message across.

eine Botschaft 
transportieren/ 
rüberbringen

to look favourably 
on sth

lʊk ˈfeɪvərəbᵊli ɒn Consumers look favourably on businesses 
that are honest and transparent about their 
products’ usefulness.

etwas befürworten, 
etwas positiv 
bewerten

to make sb do sth meɪk ˈsʌmbədi  
duː ˈsʌmθɪŋ

The point is to make you feel good and to 
transfer that feeling to the brand or product.

jemanden dazu 
bringen, etwas zu tun

to reach the masses riːʧ ðə ˈmæsɪz Advertising agencies develop intricate 
strategies to reach the masses.

die breite Masse 
erreichen

to scramble to do 
sth (v)

ˈskræmbᵊl Many people scramble to get a place on the 
popular festival floats at Pride.

sich um etwas reißen

to source sth (v) sɔːs When I source creators, I’m looking for people 
who know how to capture attention.

etwas besorgen,  
etwas beziehen, etwas 
aussuchen

to strike a balance 
between … and … 

straɪk ə ˈbælᵊns 
bɪˈtwiːn

Effective product placements strike the careful 
balance between being noticeable and not too 
overt.

eine Balance zwischen 
… und … schaffen

to target sb / sth (v) ˈtɑːɡɪt The advertisement targets middle-aged 
women.

auf jemanden/etwas 
abzielen

to turn to sb / sth (v) tɜːn tuː As advertisers struggle to reach consumers, 
they’re increasingly turning to product 
placement.

sich jemandem/etwas 
zuwenden, sich an je-
manden/etwas wenden

Types of mass media

artistic media (music, theatre, festivals) • print media (newspapers, magazines, books) • broadcast media  
(TV, radio) • outdoor media (billboards, signs) • transit media (bus, taxi, train) • digital / new media (internet)

What TV and radio audiences do 

to listen to the radio • to watch TV • to binge-watch • to tune in (radio and TV) • to call in • to channel hop • to 
channel surf • to zap (informal) • to dip into a programme • to flip / flick through channels • to switch over / turn 
over to a different programme

Positive effects of consumerism Negative effects of consumerism

•	stimulates economic growth
•	boosts market innovation and creativity
•	encourages cost reductions
•	increases product quality
•	creates more choices for people
•	encourages entrepreneurship
•	naturally weeds out the poor performers

•	changes the moral values of society
•	creates pressure on the environment
•	leads to longer working hours and less family time
•	encourages debt
•	does not provide fulfilment
•	may lead to depression
•	conflicts with various spiritual beliefs
•	leaves behind the poor
•	inhibits saving money
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Unit 3 • Never stop learning | Topic-related vocabulary

(to gain) admission ədˈmɪʃən The students failed to gain admission to the 
university of their choice.

Zulassung, Aufnahme 
(erlangen)

ability (n) əˈbɪləti Pupils must demonstrate the ability to 
produce complex texts.

Fähigkeit, Begabung

academic (adj) ˌækəˈdemɪk This university is world-renowned for its 
academic research.

akademisch, 
wissenschaftlich

accredited (adj) əˈkredɪtɪd I’ve taken a fully accredited online university 
course.

zugelassen, anerkannt, 
akkreditiert

to acquire (v) əˈkwaɪəʳ Students acquire the necessary skills during 
the programme. 

sich etwas aneignen, 
erwerben

ambitious (adj) æmˈbɪʃəs The students in advanced proficiency (AP) 
classes are very ambitious. 

ehrgeizig

apprenticeship (n) əˈprentɪsʃɪp Have you considered doing an apprenticeship? Lehre, Berufslehre

to aspire to (v) əˈspaɪəʳ She aspired to work in an academic field. etwas anstreben

assembly (n) əˈsembli All students are expected to attend school 
assembly.

Versammlung

to assess (v) əˈses The teacher assesses the pupils’ work. etwas einschätzen, 
beurteilen

attendance (n) əˈtendən(t)s Teachers are required to check attendance at 
the beginning of a lesson. 

Anwesenheit

avid (adj) ˈævɪd He is an avid reader. eifrig, begeistert, 
leidenschaftlich

boarding school (n) ˈbɔ:dɪŋ sku:l Going to a boarding school might be a good 
option if the school is far away from your 
home. 

Internat

certificate (n) səˈtɪfɪkət After completing the course, you will get a 
certificate.

Urkunde, 
Bescheinigung

chalk (n) tʃɔ:k Writing with chalk on the blackboard can 
produce an unpleasant sound sometimes.

Kreide

co-educational (adj) ˌkəʊeʤu:ˈkeɪʃənəl The majority of schools in Austria are  
co-educational. 

gemischt, koedukativ

compulsory (adj) kəmˈpʌlsəri In Austria, schooling is compulsory for nine 
years.

verpflichtend, 
obligatorisch

to conform (v) kənˈfɔ:m There is considerable pressure on teenagers to 
conform.

sich anpassen, 
übereinstimmen

conventional (adj) kənˈven(t)ʃənəl Our teacher’s teaching methods are very 
conventional.

herkömmlich, 
traditionsgebunden, 
konventionell

crucial (adj) ˈkru:ʃəl Kindergarten (AE) or nursery school (BE) plays 
a crucial role in preparing children for school.

entscheidend, kritisch

curriculum (n) kəˈrɪkjələm The curriculum lists what has to be taught at 
school.

Lehrplan

to defer (v) dɪˈfɜ:ʳ Can we defer making a decision until 
tomorrow?

etwas verschieben, 
aufschieben

degree (n) dɪˈgri: She’s pursuing a degree in chemistry. Abschluss

determined  
(past participle)

dɪˈtɜ:mɪnd The pupil was determined to pass his exam. entschlossen
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diligent (adj) ˈdɪlɪʤənt The students in this class are, for the most 
part, diligent. 

fleißig, eifrig

to drop out of (v) drɒp aut Bill Gates, Microsoft’s founder, dropped out of 
Harvard.

(Schule/Studium) 
abbrechen

effort (n) ˈefət Please make an effort to hand in your 
assignments on time.

Mühe, Anstrengung, 
Bemühungen

to enable (v) ɪˈneɪbl ̩ The online access to the conference enables 
people worldwide to take part in it.

befähigen

to enrol BE,  
to enroll AE (v)

ɪnˈrəʊl You need to enrol in the university before the 
end of July.

sich einschreiben, 
immatrikulieren

to excel (v) ɪkˈsel Due to her early interest in human anatomy, 
she excels in her medical studies. 

sich auszeichnen, sich 
hervortun

to expel sb from 
school (v)

ɪkˈspel Has anybody you know been expelled from 
school?

jemanden der Schule 
verweisen

expulsion (n) ɪkˈspʌlʃən The headmaster threatened the three girls 
with expulsion.

Ausschluss, 
Verweisung

extracurricular (adj) ˌekstrəkəˈrɪkjələʳ Which extracurricular courses are you taking? außerhalb des 
Stunden-/Lehrplans

facility (n) fəˈsɪlɪti The school is upgrading its outdoor sports 
facilities.

Ausstattung, 
Einrichtung, Anlage

to fail (v) feɪl If you fail the exam, you can retake it. scheitern, versagen, 
missglücken

federal (adj) ˈfedərəl The federal government spent a lot of money 
on this new initiative.

bundesstaatlich

field (n) fi:ld The researchers were awarded a Nobel Prize 
for their work in the physics field. 

Feld, Bereich, Gebiet

graduation (n) ˌgræʤuˈeɪʃən What do you want to do after your 
graduation?

Schul-, Studienabschluss

hard-working (adj) ˌhɑːd ˈwɜːkɪŋ Several of the pupils are very hard-working. hart arbeitend, fleißig

immersion (n) ɪˈmɜ:ʃən Full immersion makes it easier to learn 
a language because you are constantly 
surrounded by it.

das Eintauchen; 
Unterrichtsmethode,  
bei der ausschließlich 
die zu erlernende 
Sprache verwendet wird

improvement (n) ɪmˈpru:vmənt Unfortunately, I don’t see any improvement in 
your performance.

Verbesserung

indicator (n) ˈɪndɪkeɪtəʳ One’s level of education is a poor indicator of 
one’s ability to run a business.

Indikator, deutlicher 
Hinweis, Anzeiger

instructor (n) ɪnˈstrʌktəʳ My instructor is competent and uses 
innovative teaching techniques.

Lehrer/in, Dozent/in

to issue sth (v) ˈɪʃu: Do you issue certificates? etwas ausstellen

knowledgeable (adj) ˈnɒlɪʤəbl ̩ They are very knowledgeable about smart 
technology. 

sachverständig, sach-
kundig, bewandert

to leave school BE,  
to graduate AE (v)

li:v sku:l / 
ˈgræʤueɪt

Some students can’t wait to leave school / to 
graduate.

einen Abschluss 
machen, die Schule 
beenden

lecture (n) ˈlektʃəʳ Did you go to any interesting lectures while 
you had a look at the university’s campus?

Vorlesung, Vortrag
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literate (adj) ˈlɪtərət Thanks to free compulsory schooling, pupils 
are taught to be literate.

gebildet; lesen und 
schreiben können 
(alphabetisiert)

midterm (adj) ˌmɪdˈtɜːm I can’t wait for the midterm break to begin. Semester,  
(Schul-)Halbjahr

mindset (n) ˈmaɪndset He has such a positive mindset, it’s truly 
inspiring.

Mentalität, Denkart

mock exam (n) mɒk ɪɡˈzæm How did you do on the mock exam? Probeprüfung

obstacle (n) ˈɒbstəkl ̩ Don’t let any obstacle stand in the way of 
achieving your goals.

Hindernis, Hürde

oral (adj) ˈɔːrəl When is the oral exam? mündlich

pace (n) peɪs It doesn’t matter if it’s running or learning, you 
have to do it in your own pace.

Tempo

participation (n) pɑ:ˌtɪsɪˈpeɪʃən The participation in the charity event was 
overwhelming.

Teilnahme, Beteiligung

patient (adj) ˈpeɪʃənt As a tutor you ought to be patient. geduldig

peer (n) pɪəʳ Teenagers are worried about embarrassing 
themselves in front of their peers.

Mitschüler/in, Kolleg/in, 
Gleichgestellte/r

perseverance (n) ˌpɜːsəˈvɪərəns The only way to improve is through 
perseverance and hard work.

Ausdauer, Beharrlich-
keit

practitioner (n) prækˈtɪʃənəʳ A practitioner is someone who works in a 
profession.

Ausübende/r

praise (n); to praise (v) preɪz Praise needs to be earned. / The teacher 
praises the students whenever they do well.

Lob; loben

preparatory course 
(n)

prɪˈpærətri kɔːs Before the final exam, we have some 
preparatory courses.

Vorbereitungskurs

nursery school BE, 
preschool AE (n)

ˈpriːskuːl Usually, children like to go to nursery school / 
preschool.

Kindergarten

pre-vocational 
school (n)

prɪvəʊˈkeɪʃənl 
skuːl

In order to complete the mandatory years of 
their compulsory schooling, some students 
decide to go to a pre-vocational school.

Polytechnische Schule

pupil (n) ˈpjuːpl I am a pupil at this school. Schüler/in

to pursue (v) pəˈsju: Are you always this persistent when you 
pursue your goals?

etwas verfolgen, etwas 
erreichen wollen

requirement (n) rɪˈkwaɪəmənt The requirement for this course is the 
completion of module 2.

Voraussetzung

to resit BE,  
to retake AE (v)

ˈriːsɪt /
ˌriːˈteɪk

If you fail the test, you have to resit / retake it. eine Prüfung wieder-
holen

retrieval (n) rɪˈtri:vəl The retrieval of information sometimes  
seems absolutely impossible when you have  
a “blackout”.

(Informations-)Ab-
frage, Wiedererlangen 
von etwas

scholarship (n) ˈskɒləʃɪp This student received a scholarship which 
covers the full tuition.

Stipendium

secular (adj) ˈsekjələʳ Nowadays, education is a largely secular 
matter.

weltlich, säkular, 
laizistisch

self-explanatory (adj) ˌself ɪkˈsplænətri I’m sure you won’t need my help because this 
DIY video is self-explanatory.

selbsterklärend
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sophistication (n) səˌfɪstɪˈkeɪʃən People sometimes adopt a different accent to 
give themselves an air of sophistication.

Kultiviertheit, 
Gepflegtheit

standardized exam 
(n)

ˈstændədaɪzd 
ɪgˈzæm

Students in Austria usually take standardized 
exams in English, German and Maths.

standardisierte 
Prüfung (z. B. Matura)

to struggle with (v) ˈstrʌgl ̩ Some students struggle with algebra. sich mit etwas 
abmühen, kämpfen

suspended (past 
participle)

səˈspend The pupils were suspended because of their 
actions.

suspendiert

to tackle (v) ˈtækl ̩ We can tackle the problem together. etwas in Angriff 
nehmen, mit etwas 
fertig werden

technique (n) tekˈni:k Have you already tried this technique? Methode, Verfahren, 
Technik

tertiary education (n) ˌtɜːʃəri edʒuˈkeɪʃn Tertiary education has changed significantly in 
the past decades.

tertiäre Bildung, 
Universitätsbildung, 
Weiterbildung

trial phase (n) ˈtraɪəl feɪz I am still in the trial phase, so I don’t have a 
proper subscription yet.

Versuchsphase

tuition (fee) (n) tjuˈɪʃn fiː Luckily, there are scholarships because 
otherwise I would not be able to afford this 
tuition (fee). 

Schulgeld, Studien
gebühr

tutor (n); to tutor (v) ˈtju:təʳ Have you tried revising your essay with a 
tutor’s help? / Sam tutors me for Maths 
because I have a hard time with differential 
equations.

Nachhilfelehrer/in,  
Privatlehrer/in; 
Nachhilfeunterricht/
Privatunterricht geben

to underestimate (v) ˌʌndərˈestɪmeɪt Don’t underestimate yourself. unterschätzen

vocational school (n) vəʊˈkeɪʃənl skuːl Usually, you undergo training while you attend 
vocational school.

Berufsschule, 
Gewerbeschule

well-suited (adj) welˈsuːtɪd Group projects are well-suited to foster team 
building. 

gut zusammen
passend, geeignet

well-rounded (adj) ˌwel ˈraʊndɪd An AHS aims to provide students with a well-
rounded education.

vielseitig, facetten-
reich, umfassend

wise (adj) waɪz Was staying up all night to study really a wise 
decision?

klug, weise, vernünftig

workload (n) ˈwɜːkləʊd This year the workload is much higher than 
last year.

Arbeitspensum, 
Arbeitsbelastung

Unit 3 • Never stop learning | Functions 

to cram (v) kræm I’ve been cramming for the exam all day. lernen, strebern

to drill (v); drill (n) drɪl The professor drilled the entire class on the 
topic-related vocabulary. / Most students learn 
the irregular past simple forms through drill 
exercises.

drillen, einbläuen, hart 
eintrainieren/üben; 
Übung

to figure out (v) ˈfɪgər aut Have you figured out how you will solve the 
problem?

etwas verstehen, 
etwas herausfinden

to get the hang of 
sth

get ðə hæŋ ɒv 
ˈsʌmθɪŋ

After hours of practice, I’m finally getting the 
hang of it.

den richtigen Dreh 
herausbekommen

to learn (v) lɜːn I’ve learned a lot from my grandmother. etwas lernen
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to learn the material 
by heart

lɜːn baɪ hɑːt We always had to learn poems by heart. den Stoff auswendig 
lernen

to memorise BE,  
to memorize AE (v)

ˈmeməraɪz I need to memorise / memorize it by 
tomorrow.

sich etwas einprägen, 
auswendig lernen

to pull an all-nighter pʊl ən ˈɔːlnaɪtə I will probably pull an all-nighter to get 
everything done in time. 

die Nacht durch
machen/durcharbeiten

to recall (v) rɪˈkɔ:l Can you recall what you did last summer? sich an etwas erinnern, 
sich etwas ins 
Gedächtnis rufen

to review (v) rɪˈvju: Do you think we could review the material 
together? 

etwas erneut durch-
gehen

to revise (v) rɪˈvaɪz I don’t know where to start revising. etwas wiederholen

to study for sth (v) ˈstʌdi I really need to study for the upcoming exam. sich auf etwas vor-
bereiten, für etwas 
lernen

to study (v) ˈstʌdi What do you want to study? lernen, studieren

School

a state school BE, a public school AE a school that is financed by the government and provides free education

a public school BE an exclusive private school in the UK

a private school a school that does not receive financial support from the government

a single-sex school a school that only boys or girls attend

a co-educational school a school that is attended by both boys and girls

a boarding school a school where children also live and sleep

to attend a school / classes / a course going to a school / classes / a course

to take lessons / a class / a course participating in lessons / a class / a course

a face-to-face class
the traditional way of studying in a classroom with classmates and a 
teacher

distance learning a way of studying where work to do is given over the internet

to home-school teaching one’s children at home

a period / a double period a division of a school day marked on the timetable

a lesson BE, a class AE the teaching of something to someone

a break BE, recess AE a short break between the periods

a semester half a school year

a term a period into which a school year is divided

a school subject an area of study in school

a syllabus a plan showing the subjects or books to be studied in a particular course

a curriculum the subjects studied in a school or the content which will be taught

extra-curricular activities
organised student activities that are not part of the regular school 
curriculum
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Unit 4 • A world on the move to diversity | Topic-related vocabulary

affiliation (n) əˌfɪliˈeɪʃən No one should be discriminated against 
because of their religious affiliation.

Zugehörigkeit

audacity (n) ɔ:ˈdæsəti What is the source of your audacity? Kühnheit, Wagemut, 
Dreistigkeit

to beat a hasty 
retreat

bi:t ə ˈheɪsti 
rɪˈtri:t

When the police arrived, they beat a hasty 
retreat.

sehr eilig verschwin-
den, sich schnell aus 
dem Staub machen

bleak (adj) bli:k The job prospects of many immigrants can 
be bleak, especially if they don’t speak the 
language of the country they flee to.

öde, trostlos

brain drain (n) breɪn dreɪn Brain drain has become a serious issue for 
many African countries.

Abwanderung von 
Wissenschaftlerinnen/ 
Wissenschaftlern ins 
Ausland

broke (adj) brəʊk Upon their arrival in the US, they were broke. pleite

code-switching (n) kəʊd BE, koʊd AE 
ˈswɪʧɪŋ

Code-switching is common among cultural 
groups with more than one language or 
heritage.

Wechsel in eine andere 
Sprache, auch während 
einer Äußerung

considerably (adv) kənˈsɪdərəbli In recent months, prices have increased 
considerably.

erheblich, beträchtlich

contagious (adj) kənˈteɪʤəs Corona viruses are highly contagious. ansteckend, übertrag-
bar

to deport (v) dɪˈpɔ:t The UK plans to deport asylum-seekers to 
Rwanda.

ausweisen, abschieben

descendant (n) dɪˈsendənt Many descendants of Holocaust victims 
migrated to Israel or the US.

Nachkommin/Nach-
komme

to detain (v) dɪˈteɪn Some refugees were detained after crossing 
the border.

in Haft nehmen, fest-
halten, inhaftieren

displaced person (n) dɪsˈpleɪst At the end of 2022, 71.1 million people were 
internally displaced as a result of conflict, 
violence, and disasters, according to the 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre.

Vertriebene/r, 
Flüchtling (oft auch  
DP abgekürzt)

division (n) dɪˈvɪʒən The division between rich and poor is a serious 
issue.

Spaltung, Meinungs-
verschiedenheit

downtrodden (adj) ˈdaʊnˌtrɒd.ən After the Austrian government failed to 
approve its application for citizenship for the 
fourth time, Sako felt downtrodden.

unterdrückt, 
geknechtet

dysentery (n) ˈdɪsəntəri In the 19th century, people died in huge 
numbers of diseases like typhus or dysentery.

Ruhr

Eid-al-Fitr (n) ˌiːd əl ˈfɪtər, -trə Eid-al-Fitr marks the end of the fasting month 
Ramadan.

Zuckerfest, Fasten
brechen

to enact (v) ɪˈnækt The government enacted a new policy 
to encourage students with immigrant 
backgrounds to apply to university.

erlassen, gesetzlich 
verordnen

to endure (v) ɪnˈdjʊəʳ I can’t endure these racist remarks a moment 
longer.

ertragen, aushalten

to ensure (v) ɪnˈʃɔ:ʳ Basic human rights should be ensured for 
everyone.

sicherstellen, gewähr-
leisten, garantieren
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expatriate (n) ɪksˈpætriət, eksˈ- Vienna is quite popular with expatriates. Auswanderin/Aus
wanderer

to facilitate (v) fəˈsɪlɪteɪt Modern communication tools facilitate 
international migration.

erleichtern

to flourish (v) ˈflʌrɪʃ Thanks to immigrant communities, some 
neighbourhoods began to flourish.

blühen, gedeihen, 
florieren

framework (n) ˈfreɪmwəːk Push and pull factors are a basic framework 
to explain the reasons for international 
migration.

Rahmen

to fuel (v) ˈfju:əl Staggering energy costs fuelled social unrest. schüren, anheizen

goofy (adj) ˈgu:fi Pupils seen as goofy are often bullied. blöd, doof

to grimace (v) grɪˈmeɪs He was hurt by a rock and grimaced in pain. das Gesicht (vor 
Schmerz) verziehen

impunity (n) ɪmˈpju:nəti In many countries human rights are regularly 
violated with impunity.

Straflosigkeit

to incite (v) ɪnˈsaɪt Racism and racist comments often incite 
violence against minority groups.

aufstacheln, aufhetzen

indigenous (adj) ɪnˈdɪʤɪnəs The rights of indigenous people are often 
ignored.

indigen, einheimisch

to loosen (v) ˈlu:sən The new administration loosened border 
controls.

lockern

marginalisation BE / 
marginalization AE 
(n)

ˌmɑ:ʤɪnəlaɪˈzeɪʃən Women of Colour often have to struggle 
against sexism and marginalisation.

Ausgrenzung, 
Marginalisierung

migrant worker (n) ˈmaɪgrənt ˈwɜ:kəʳ In 2021, there were an estimated 292 million 
rural migrant workers in China, according to 
the National Bureau of Statistics of China. 

Wanderarbeiter/in, 
Gastarbeiter/in

perpetrator (n) ˈpɜ:pɪtreɪtəʳ Perpetrators of obviously racist violence often 
go unpunished.

Täter/in

persecution (n) ˌpɜ:sɪˈkju:ʃən Fear of persecution is considered a significant 
driver of emigration.

Verfolgung

to plead (v) pli:d The mother pleaded with her son not to 
migrate north.

anflehen, flehentlich 
bitten, plädieren

policy (n) ˈpɒləsi The EU needs a common migration policy. Programm, Strategie, 
politische Linie

a political shift pəˈlɪtɪkᵊl ʃɪft The war led to a political shift and an abrupt 
shift of energy policy.

(politischer) Wechsel, 
Wandel, Änderung

to probe (v) prəʊb His eyes probed the horizon for signs of the 
ship.

forschen, absuchen

redundancy (n) rɪˈdʌndən(t)si In times of economic crisis many people are 
terrified of redundancy.

Arbeitslosigkeit, 
Entlassung

relegated to the past ˈrɛlɪɡeɪtɪd Sadly, analyses show that colonialism is not a 
finished project relegated to our past.

in die Vergangenheit 
zurückversetzt

to reminisce (v) ˌremɪˈnɪs This is the perfect time to reminisce about the 
beginning of our friendship.

in Erinnerungen 
schwelgen

renowned (adj)  rɪˈnaʊnd Einstein is renowned for his theory of relativity. berühmt, angesehen

reproductive rights 
(n)

ˌri:prəˈdʌktɪv raɪts Family planning is important for the 
reproductive rights and health of women.

reproduktive Rechte, 
Fortpflanzungsrechte
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to reinstate (v) ˌri:ɪnˈsteɪt The Covid mask mandate was reinstated. wieder einführen, 
wieder herstellen

staggering (adj) ˈstægərɪŋ The war against Ukraine displaced a 
staggering number of people.

erstaunlich, 
unglaublich

to stir conflict (v)  stɜ:ʳ ˈkɒnflɪkt The protestors were accused of stirring 
conflict.

Unruhe stiften, 
Konflikte schüren

to suppress (v) səˈpres Anti-war protests were suppressed by the 
government.

unterdrücken, nieder-
schlagen

(naval) surgeon (n) (ˈneɪvəl) ˈsɜ:ʤən A naval surgeon is responsible for the health of 
the ship’s company.

Ärztin/Arzt, Chirurg/in; 
Schiffsärztin/Schiffs-
arzt

to swindle (v) ˈswɪndl ̩ Refugees are often swindled by human 
smugglers.

beschwindeln, 
betrügen

to take strides teɪk straɪdz The EU took great strides to promote 
renewable energy.

Schritte machen

turmoil (n) ˈtɜ:mɔɪl Increasing energy prices might cause turmoil 
among people and communities.

Aufruhr, Tumult

unaccompanied 
minors (n)

ˌʌnəˈkʌmpənɪd 
ˈmaɪnəʳ

Unaccompanied minors leave their native 
country without their parents.

unbegleitete Minder-
jährige

vibrant (adj) ˈvaɪbrənt The protagonist is a vibrant teenage girl. lebhaft, dynamisch

well-versed (adj) ˌwel ˈvɜ:st She is well-versed in the effects and difficulties 
of racism.

versiert, erfahren, 
geschickt

with a pit in one’s 
stomach

wið eɪ pɪt ɪn 
wʌnz ˈstʌmək

After the racially motivated attack, I waited 
to hear from my parents with a pit in my 
stomach.

flaues/ungutes Gefühl 
im Magen

xenophobia (n) ˌzenə(ʊ)ˈfəʊbiə A lack of understanding may quickly turn into 
xenophobia and racism.

Fremdenhass

Unit 4 • A world on the move to diversity | Functions

to accept things the 
way they are

əkˈsept θɪŋz ðə 
weɪ ðeɪ ɑ:ʳ

It’s sometimes hard to accept things the way 
they are.

Dinge so hinnehmen, 
wie sie sind

armed conflict ɑ:md kɒnflɪkt There were at least 15 countries with active 
armed conflicts in sub-Saharan Africa in 2019, 
like Burkina Faso and Burundi.

bewaffneter Konflikt

to beat a hasty 
retreat

bi:t ə ˈheɪsti 
rɪˈtri:t

When he heard the racial slurs, he beat a hasty 
retreat.

sich eilig aus dem 
Staub machen

to be expected to bi: ɪkˈspektid Stricter immigrant laws are expected to be 
passed.

es wird erwartet, dass

to be on the move bi: ɒn ðə mu:v Some people seem to be constantly on the 
move.

auf Achse sein; am 
Umziehen sein, unter-
wegs sein

to cast suspicion on kɑ:st səˈspɪʃən ɒn The media often casts suspicion on 
immigrants.

den Verdacht auf 
jemanden lenken, in 
Misskredit bringen, 
verdächtig machen

to clamp down on klæmp daʊn ɒn The Trump administration tried to clamp 
down on immigration.

rigoros durchgreifen, 
gegen etwas vorgehen
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cultural capital kʌltʃərəl ˈkæpɪtəl Immigrants contribute to the cultural capital 
of a country.

kulturelles Kapital

to do away with 
sth / sb

du: əˈweɪ wið These ridiculous rules and regulations should 
have been done away with years ago.

etwas loswerden, 
abschaffen

to force a person to 
do sth

fɔ:s eɪ ˈpɜ:sən tə 
du: ˈsʌmθɪŋ

A group of immigrants was forced to go back 
across the border.

jemanden zwingen, 
etwas zu tun

to go unchallenged gəʊ nˈtʃælɪnʤd Unfortunately, a lot of racial hatred on social 
media goes unchallenged. 

unangefochten bleiben

meagre earnings mi:gəʳ ˈɜ:nɪŋz Immigrants often live on meagre earnings. dürftige/karge 
Einkünfte

to pick up steam pɪk ʌp sti:m After the Second World War, the economy 
picked up steam.

anspringen (z. B. 
Konjunktur), an Fahrt 
aufnehmen

polar opposites ˈpəʊləʳ ˈɒpəzɪts Acts of racism are the polar opposite of 
treating someone with dignity and respect. 

diametrale Gegensätze

to pull oneself out of 
the hole

pʊl wʌnˈself aʊt 
əv ðə həʊl

I tried to pull myself out of the hole I’ve been 
in.

sich selbst aus einer 
schwierigen Lage 
befreien

to spring up from sprɪŋ ʌp frɒm Every year, new refugee camps spring up from 
the ground.

aus dem Boden 
schießen, entspringen

to take advantage of teɪk ədˈvɑ:ntɪʤ 
ɒv

Political parties take advantage of some 
people’s negative attitude towards migration.

ausnutzen

to tear apart the 
social fabric

teər əˈpɑ:t ðə  
ˈsəʊʃᵊl ˈfæbrɪk

Poverty and xenophobia might tear apart the 
social fabric of the nation.

den sozialen 
Zusammenhalt 
auseinanderreißen

to value diversity ˈvælju: daɪˈvɜ:səti It takes respect towards others to value social 
diversity.

Diversität wert
schätzen

a weight was lifted 
from sb’s chest

ə weɪt wɒz ˈlɪftɪd 
frɒm ˈsʌm.bə.diz 
ʧɛst 

After safely descending the boat, a weight was 
lifted from her chest. 

ein Stein fällt einem 
vom Herzen

  Push factors Pull factors

overpopulation • young age structure demographic population decline • an ageing population

limited educational opportunities • poor 
health care • lack of services and amenities • 
high crime rate • lack of opportunity

social
good education and healthcare systems • generous 
welfare benefits • availability of services and amen-
ities • safety and security • family reunification

poverty • high unemployment • low wages • 
low living standard

economic
strong economic growth • demand for labour • 
high wages • high living standard 

dictatorship • political upheaval •  
corruption • (civil) war • human rights 
violation • oppression and discrimination 
of minorities • terrorism • persecution • 
compulsory military service

political
democracy • political stability • peace • rule of law • 
protection of human and civil rights • protection of 
minorities • rights and freedoms

natural disasters • water shortage • 
desertification • soil erosion • crop failure 
and famine • lack of natural resources • 
pollution • lack of environmental policy

environmental

better environment • food availability • environ
mental policy • environmental protection • 
protection of natural resources • opportunities  
for agriculture
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Unit 5 • Science – the future is now | Topic-related vocabulary

accurate (adj) ˈækjərət We have been able to calculate the accurate 
time an eclipse will begin for hundreds of 
years.

genau

algorithm (n) ˈælgərɪðm Music apps use algorithms to predict the 
probability that fans of one particular band 
will like another.

Algorithmus

amputation (n) ˌæmpjʊˈteɪʃ(ə)n In the aftermath of his motorcycle accident, 
the only solution for the young man’s leg 
injury was amputation.

Amputation

archaeology (n) ˌɑːkɪˈɒləʤi She is currently working at excavations in 
Mongolia. She’s a professor in the archaeology 
department at Princeton.

Archäologie

artificial intelligence 
(n)

ˌɑːtɪˈfɪʃ(ə)l 
ɪnˈtɛlɪʤəns

Machines that use artificial intelligence can 
learn like humans do, but can they also feel 
human emotions?

künstliche Intelligenz

astrophysics (n) ˌæstrəʊˈfɪzɪks Brian May from Queen studied astrophysics 
before he became a full-time musician.

Astrophysik

biomimicry (n) ˈbaɪəʊ ˈmɪmɪkri The aerodynamic shape of Japan’s high-speed 
bullet trains is a result of biomimicry.

Biomimetik bzw. 
Bionik (Wissenschaft 
vom Anwenden und 
Übertragen natürlicher 
Phänomene auf die 
Technik)

bionics (n) baɪˈɒnɪks Bionics may make it possible to replace 
eyes, ears, lungs or hearts through the use 
of a mixture of mechanical engineering and 
electronic control technology.

Bionik

biotechnology (n) ˌbaɪəʊtɛkˈnɒləʤi The development of insulin or the growth 
hormone are some of the milestones of 
biotechnology.

Biotechnologie

core issue (n) kɔːr ˈɪʃuː It feels as if we’ve talked for hours but haven’t 
really touched the core issue.

zentraler Punkt, 
zentrale Frage

discipline (n) ˈdɪsɪplɪn What is your favourite discipline in the 
Olympic games?

Disziplin

educational sciences 
(n)

ˌɛdju(ː)ˈkeɪʃənl 
ˈsaɪənsɪz

Peter studies educational sciences. He might 
become a primary school teacher later on.

Bildungswissen
schaften

to enforce a law ɪnˈfɔːs ə lɔː It is the job of police officers to enforce the 
laws set by governments.

ein Gesetz vollstrecken

forensics (n) fəˈrɛnsɪks Using forensics, they can analyse material 
samples for traces of suspicious chemicals like 
poison.

Forensik, gerichts
medizinische 
Verfahren

genetics (n) ʤɪˈnɛtɪks Thanks to the field of genetics, scientists can 
detect hereditary diseases.

Genetik

grant (n) grɑ:nt Frank applied for several grants until he finally 
landed this one.

Stipendium, Förderung

humanoid (adj) ˈhjuːmənɔɪd Many science fiction movies feature humanoid 
robots with artificial intelligence.

humanoid, menschen-
ähnlich

imperative (adj) ɪmˈperətɪv Considering recent developments, it is 
imperative to focus on what unites us.

unabdingbar, dringend 
erforderlich
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innovation (n) ˌɪnəˈveɪʃn For many years the steam engine was the 
most important innovation.

Innovation

inquisitive (adj) ɪnˈkwɪzətɪv Your daughter is one of the most inquisitive 
children I have ever come across.

wissbegierig

linguistics (n) lɪŋˈgwɪstɪks If we want to know how language affects 
situations in reals life, we have to study 
applied linguistics.

Linguistik, Sprach
wissenschaft

medical sciences (n) ˈmɛdɪkəl ˈsaɪənsəz We need more people to work in medical 
sciences like midwifery and nursing.

Medizinwissen
schaften

meteorology (n) ˌmiːtiəˈrɒləʤi Some academics in the field of meteorology 
have been accused by climate change deniers 
of lying about the weather conditions.

Meteorologie, Wetter-
kunde

methodology (n) ˌmɛθəˈdɒləʤi Our teacher is very open to new 
methodologies in order to approach this task.

Methodologie, Theorie 
der wissenschaftlichen 
Methoden

misconception (n) ˌmɪskənˈsepʃən There is a misconception in society about who 
much work taking care of a household is.

falsche Vorstellung, 
falsche Annahme, 
Irrglaube

natural sciences (n) nætʃɚrəl ˈsaɪənsəz Which natural sciences subject do you like 
most at school?

Naturwissenschaften

neurosciences (n) ˌˈnjʊərəʊsaɪənsɪz Conducting research in the neurosciences 
means focusing on the brain and its impact 
on behaviour and cognitive functions, or how 
people think.

Neurowissenschaften

parapsychology (n) para saɪˈkɒləʤi She became interested in working in 
parapsychology because she was not satisfied 
with the conventional explanations of certain 
unusual behaviours.

Parapsychologie 
(Disziplin zur 
Erforschung übersinn-
licher Phänomene wie 
z. B. Telepathie)

prosthesis (n) ˈprɒsθɪsɪs After the amputation of a limb most people 
wear prosthetics to replace the limb for 
medical and cosmetic reasons.

Prothese

pseudoscientific (adj) ˌsjuːdəʊˌsaɪənˈtɪfɪk Parapsychology might be labelled 
pseudoscientific because it does not operate 
with a scientific methodology.

pseudowissen
schaftlich

to rely on sth / sb (v) rɪˈlaɪ ɒn We all rely on doctors being well-educated to 
be able to treat us successfully.

sich auf etwas/ 
jemanden verlassen

respective (adv) rɪˈspektɪv Both women are successful scientists in their 
respective fields.

jeweilig

social sciences (n) ˈsəʊʃəl ˈsaɪənsɪz Streetworkers usually have some training in 
social sciences.

Sozialwissenschaften

sophisticated (adj) səˈfɪstɪkeɪtɪd Arthur’s approach appears to be much more 
sophisticated than that of his colleagues.

weltgewandt, 
erfahren, ausgefeilt

statistics (n) stəˈtɪstɪks Population statistics help to predict the 
growth or decrease of a population.

Statistik

testimony (n) ˈtestɪməni Their claim was supported by the testimony of 
several witnesses.

(Zeugen-)Aussage

underrepresented 
(adj)

ˌʌndəˌreprɪˈzentɪd Considering that women make up half 
the population, they are more than 
underrepresented in politics.

unterrepräsentiert
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validity (n) vəˈlɪdəti Several colleagues have doubts about the 
validity of his theory.

Gültigkeit, Plausibilität

virtual (adj) ˈvɜːtjʊəl Virtual reality games can be very fun but can 
also cause motion sickness.

virtuell, vom Computer 
simuliert

voice recognition (n) vɔɪs ˌrɛkəgˈnɪʃən Instead of typing a word into a search engine, 
you can use voice recognition to help you save 
time.

Spracherkennung

Unit 5 • Science – the future is now | Functions

to discard an idea / 
sth as wrong

ˈdɪskɑːd ən aɪˈdɪə
əz rɒŋ

As the weather was bad, we discarded the idea 
of going hiking last weekend.

eine Idee verwerfen

to do research duː rɪˈsɜːʧ A lot of research is done on how to improve 
old age care.

Forschung betreiben

to follow a path ˈfɒləʊ ə pɑːθ Your son’s a school leaver. Has he already 
decided which career path he wants to follow?

einen Weg verfolgen

to make an 
assumption

meɪk ən 
əˈsʌmpʃ(ə)n

Just because I wear black, people shouldn’t 
make the assumption that I’m depressed.

etwas annehmen, 
etwas vermuten

to make 
suppositions

meɪk ˌsʌpəˈzɪʃənz Upon seeing Mike with a new hat similar to 
his own, the headmaster made suppositions 
that Mike was trying to make fun of him.

eine Vermutung 
anstellen

to revise an opinion rɪˈvaɪz ən əˈpɪnjən When his idea proved wrong, he revised his 
opinion.

eine Meinung ändern/
revidieren

to scrutinise sth ˈskruːtɪnaɪz  Before signing a treaty or deal you should 
always scrutinise the small print.

etwas genau 
untersuchen

to venture sth new ˈvenʧər ˈsʌmθɪŋ 
njuː

Melissa is such a gifted musician, but she 
hardly ever ventures anything new.

etwas Neues wagen

to verify data ˈvɛrɪfaɪ ˈdeɪtə At the airport, they verify all your data before 
you get to board the plane.

Daten verifizieren

Change

a big • a considerable • a dramatic • a drastic • an enormous • an extensive • a far-reaching •  
a fundamental • an important • a major • a marked • a massive • a profound • a radical •  
a revolutionary • a significant • a substantial • a sweeping • a complete • an irreversible •  
a systematic • a cosmetic • a marginal • a minimal • a minor • a slight • a small • a subtle • a long-
term • a short-term • an abrupt • a rapid • a sudden • a gradual • an overall • a global • a beneficial •  
a desirable • an effective • an exciting • a refreshing • a surprising • a welcome • an unwelcome •  
an unexpected • an unanticipated • an unforeseen • a structural • a social • a political • an economic • 
a cultural • an environmental • a technological • a political 

change

to change
considerably • dramatically • drastically • fundamentally • a lot • radically • significantly • 
completely • (very) little • all the time • constantly • continually • quickly • rapidly • suddenly • 
gradually • slowly • overnight

to make a • to bring about • to cause • to effect • to force • to produce • to introduce • to undergo • 
to show • to reflect • to respond to • to adapt to • to adjust to • to call for • to demand •  
to work towards • to accept • to resent • to oppose • to reject • to resist • to prevent • to subject to • 
to see • to notice • to observe

change / 
changes

a change occurs • takes place
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Unit 1

Unit 2

Communication idioms

I’m all ears. paying attention to what someone is saying

The rumour spread like wildfire through the village. quickly become known by more and more people

Many of our clients come through word-of-mouth 
recommendations.

when people hear about something from their friends, 
people they work with etc.

I heard on BE / through AE the grapevine that they fired 
him.

hearing about something from someone who heard it 
from someone else

Unit 3

What to do after A-levels BE / graduation from high school AE

•	to go to university BE / college AE
•	to apply for / get a job
•	to take / do a gap year
•	to do an internship
•	to volunteer 

•	�to do your military service / (compulsory) community 
service

•	to travel / see / experience the world
•	to earn extra qualifications or certification
•	to start your own business

Life in the country   

•	a slower pace of life and less stress
•	close-knit, friendly communities
•	easier access to organic food 
•	the ability to produce your own food
•	proximity to nature
•	less traffic and less air pollution
•	less light pollution

•	more peace and quiet
•	�better personal safety and a low crime rate
•	more affordable housing
•	lower living expenses
•	more space and more privacy
•	more freedom for children

Tips for reducing your carbon footprint
At home Food consumption

•	replace old electrical household appliances 
•	switch to renewable sources of energy 
•	sign up for e-bills and opt-out of junk mail 
•	plant trees in your backyard or garden 
•	separate rubbish BE / trash AE
•	turn off lights in unused rooms 
•	let in natural light 
•	turn off electronics that you’re not using
•	take a short shower instead of a bath
•	turn off the water while you brush your teeth
•	�use the washing machine or dishwasher only when they are full
•	try to repair things

•	grow your own vegetables and fruit
•	buy organic foods
•	buy vegetables and fruit that are in season
•	buy locally grown and produced foods
•	buy fresh foods instead of frozen products
•	eat less meat
•	plan food purchases to avoid food waste
•	pack left-overs for your school lunch
•	don’t use coffee pods and capsules
•	carry a reusable water bottle
•	bring your own coffee cup
•	pack your lunch in reusable containers
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Student life

to study
learning about a subject through books or a course, particularly through 
reading and memorising

to learn something by heart BE / to 
memorise something BE, AE

learning something so that you can repeat it from memory

an assignment AE a piece of work that students are given to do by their teacher

to submit an assignment handing in a piece of work to the teacher

to meet a deadline finishing a task in the time allowed or agreed

to revise BE studying something you have already learned, in preparation for an exam

to revise AE making changes to work previously completed

to review AE studying something you have already learned, in preparation for an exam

to struggle doing something with great difficulty

to make progress getting better

to keep up in school making progress as expected

to cram for • to take AE • to sit BE • to do • to pass • to do well in • to get a good  
mark BE / grade AE in • to fail • to do badly in • to re-sit BE • to retake AE • to cheat in

an exam

a resit BE, a retake AE an exam or a test that you take again, usually after failing it the first time

a mark BE, a grade AE a number or letter which represents the quality of someone’s work

to take private lessons BE, to get  
tutoring AE

getting help from a teacher or tutor paid to give a child extra help outside 
of school

to drop out of school stopping going to school before having finished it

University

higher education education at universities 

an entrance exam an exam qualifying a person to join a university

to enrol at a university officially registering at a university

to major in AE choosing a subject of academic study as a field of specialisation

tuition fees money that a student pays to a university for their teaching

to get a grant getting student financial aid based on economic need

to get a scholarship getting student financial aid based on academic excellence

to get a student loan
borrowing money from the government for educational costs that must 
be paid back after you leave university

a bachelor’s degree
a degree that is given to a student by a college or university usually after 
three or four years of study

a master’s degree
a university degree such as an MA or an MSc which often follows the 
completion of a bachelor’s degree

to graduate from university completing studies successfully and leaving one’s university

a graduation ceremony
a special ceremony at university, college or school, at which degrees and 
diplomas are given to students

Adult education

continuing education
classes for adults on a variety of topics, as well as required courses for 
professionals needing re-training

a mature student
a student at a college or university who starts studying there at a later 
age than usual
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Unit 4

Stereotype related idioms

Immigrants all get tarred with the same brush when 
there’s trouble.

thinking that someone has the same negative qualities 
as another person from the same group

Because I had an unusual accent people were not able  
to pigeonhole me / put me in a pigeonhole.

being labelled or treated in a particular way because of
your characteristics

She broke the mould by being the first person in her 
family to go to university. 

doing completely different things from what has been 
done before or from what is usually done

Emigration 

to emigrate leaving your own country to go and live permanently in another country

Asylum  

asylum
protection given by a government, often to someone who has been a victim of persecution in 
their own country

political • temporary asylum

to apply for • to claim • to request • to seek • to give someone • to grant someone • to offer some-
one • to get • to receive • to deny someone • to refuse someone • to have the right to / of

asylum

asylum seeker • application • case • claim

an asylum seeker
a person who has been forced to leave their own country because they are in danger and who 
is seeking international protection

a refugee
a person who has been forced to leave their country or home, because there is a war or for 
political, religious or social reasons

genuine • would-be • former • returning • displaced • homeless • economic • environmental • 
political • war • civilian • child 

refugee

to qualify as • to be considered (as) • to accept • to take • to take in • to assist • to help • to house • 
to refuse • to resettle • to expel • to return • to repatriate 

refugees

refugees
fear / escape from / flee persecution • are displaced by war • arrive in a new country • flood / 
flow / pour over the border • live in camps • return to their home country

refugee
crisis • issue • problem • question • situation • flows • movement • resettlement programme • 
status • claim • agency • group • organisation • worker • camp • centre • children • community 
• family • population

refuge shelter or protection from danger, trouble, etc.

to look for • to seek • to give someone • to offer someone • to provide someone with • to find •  
to take 

refuge

Risks and disadvantages faced by minorities 

•	they often work in informal employment
•	they are more likely to live in poverty
•	they experience deeper poverty 
•	they are disadvantaged in the labour market
•	they experience a higher rate of unemployment 
•	they experience overtly discriminatory behaviour
•	they are less likely to go on to higher education

•	they have a lower life expectancy
•	they receive lower quality health care
•	they are disadvantaged in the housing market
•	they experience residential segregation 
•	they are politically underrepresented
•	they face formal barriers to the justice system
•	institutions are not designed with them in mind
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Integration

to integrate someone helping someone become part of a group and accepting them 

highly • well • completely • fully • quickly • poorly  integrated

to achieve • to bring about • to accelerate • to encourage • to facilitate • to promote • to speed up • 
to require • to lead to 

integration

to abandon one’s cultural traditions
adapting to a new culture by replacing the traditions of your former 
home with those of your new home

to retain one’s cultural traditions continuing to practise the cultural traditions of your former home

to adopt (new customs and values) starting to use new customs especially to replace previous ones

to adapt (to a new culture)
changing your behaviour in order to deal more successfully with a new 
culture

Unit 5

Verbs expressing change 

to alter making something different in some respect

to adapt changing something to make it suitable for a new purpose or situation 

to adjust changing something slightly so that it is more effective or appropriate 

to modify making partial or minor changes to something

to reform changing a law, system or organisation to try and improve it or make it more effective

to revise changing a plan, idea or law because of new information or ideas

to reorganise changing the way that a system or organisation works

to restructure
changing the way that a big company, a political or economic system is organised in 
order to make it work more efficiently 

to transform changing something completely so that it is better

to revolutionise
completely and permanently changing the way something is done because of a new 
idea or innovation

Unit 1 • Of greens, grass and growing pp. 1–3 Functions p. 3

Unit 2 • Advertising – reaching the masses pp. 4–7 Functions pp. 7–8

Unit 3 • Never stop learning pp. 9–13 Functions pp. 12–13

Unit 4 • A world on the move to diversity pp. 14–17 Functions pp. 16–17

Unit 5 • Science – the future is now pp. 18–20 Functions p. 20
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